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ITI E S0 of theſe Pages i is of the. 


| utmoſt i im portance at this period, When 
it is conſidered that for more than EicuTy 
years paſt, and conſequently far beyond 
the knowledge of any Clergyman \now liv- 


ing, nothing has occurred of a nature ſimi- 


lar to the AR which has lately paſſed for 
the further ſupport and maintenance of 


- * 


Curates, it may well claim a more than or- ve 


7 attention. 


x During the diſcuſſion of its principle and 
clauſes in the Houſe of Commons, the Au- 


SO 


+ | | or, 


I 15 PREFACE. | 


thor, with an aſſiduous and zealous anxiety, 
| arguments for and againſt its ſeveral parts. 
The magnitude of the objeft propoſed to 
be obtained excited his fears for the event; 
and though the reſult is not, as he has ſtat- 
ce, exactly what might be wiſhed for the 
intereſts of religion, his reflections, he 5 
- hopes, may have ſome weight in directing | 
every perſon concerned how. to profit by 
it, and to render it, as much as poſſible, 
2 ſubſervient to that great end, as vell as the 
| * of the Inferior Clergy. | 
i 4 00 36 
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TRE 
c U R A TE 8 A C T 
EXAMINED, Re. 


EVER was there a period ih which the claims 

of the lower claſſes of the People on the 
friends of humanity were more urgent, er in which 
thoſe claims were more liberally attended tb, than 
in the years 1795 and 1796. It will form an ra 
in the pages of hiſtory and chronology, to notice 
the neceſſities of the laborious Poor, from the ex 
treme ſevefity of the long winter of the-forther of 
thoſe years, and,the corfequent 1 inc teaſe in price of 
all the conveniences of life; and the ſubſequent 
and almoſt unparalleled advance of the value ef 
bread in particular to more than double the price 
of plentiful ſeaſons, for which no moderate rech- 
pence or wages for labour could poffibly be ſuffici- 
ent, forms a ſtriking feature in the picture of the 
times. 
It would be foreign from the deſign of this tren 5 
tiſe to enlarge on the hiftory of che late extraordi- 

Jp” | B | nary 
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nary price. of corn, and the means that have been 
practiſed to keep up that price beyond the bounds 
of moderation. Suffice-it to obſerve, that the cir- 
_ cular letters diſperſed through every dioceſe of the 
kingdom, reſpecting the uſe of mixed bread to di- 
miniſh the conſumption of wheat, and to produce 

a ſupply for the people of wholeſome food at 
a cheaper rate, has a manifeſt affinity with the pre- 
ſent ſubject. 

Melancholy indeed was the 8 intelligence 
to a great part of the inferior Clergy, who were of- 
ficially required to read the inſtructions of their di- 
oceſans, containing the minutes of the two houſes 
of Parliament and of the privy council, ref pecting 
the ſuppoſed ſcarcity of wheat. Irkſome was the 
taſk of recommending and enforcing the expedi- 
ency of adopting meaſures, which in their reſpec- 

tive pariſhes might ſeem to them to be beſt calcu- 
lated to anſwer the end propoſed to be obtained 
by thoſe inſtructions. Already groaning under the 
pPreſſure of the times, and with ſo gloomy a proſ- 
pect before them, it is extremely difficult to ſay 
how they ſhould be enabled to ſummon up philo- 
ſophy ſufficient to combat the alarm of ſuch an ac- 
cumulating evil. It ſeems almoſt beyond the 
power of imagination to conceive what arguments 
they could uſe to promote a ſpirit of contentment 


| * a RRM in the minds of their people, as 
TIE ax | their 


: Ta. 


thelt ey ſeemed on that occaſion more real | 
to require. 

The deſign af. theſe pages is to 8 more 
eſpecially the diſtreſſed condition of the inferior 
Clergy, . whoſe incomes are ſcanty, and their re- 
ſources limited and confined ; though I am con- 
vinced that there are many, whoſe ſupplies are 
more liberal, and above mediocrity, who ſeverely 
feel the oppreſſive ſtate of the times. If we caſt 
our eyes around us, it will be found that there are 
too, too many, who are now labouring under the 
greateſt difficulties ; many who are ſtruggling with 
the incumbrance of Families, whoſe calamity is 
on that account the more feelingly pungent. For 
when we conſider that many of theſe have no other 
reſources than what ariſe from their ſcanty ſtipend, -. 
the feeling mind cannot fail to reflect 2 and 
painfully on their hard ſituation. 

Some ſuch reflections as theſe, it may * * 


poſed, were the motives that led to the introduction 
of the bill propoſed for their relief into the Upper 


Houſe of Parliament; to meliorate and ſoften the 
condition of a diſtreſſed body of men, and thoſe 
too of a deſcription that ought to place them in a 


better ſtate, whoſe ſenſations muſt be the more 


acute in proportion to their cultivated and extend. 

ed capacity and underſtanding. In the midſt of 

the W attention beſtowed on the afflicted and 
5 2 op- 


ft 


- oppreſitd by: perſons of all: ranks; the friends 
of humunity and religion ſaw the neceſſity of 
extending aſſiſtance. to the inferior Clergy, and 
readily and . hberally. adopted the plan for im- 

Proving their pitiable caſe; and it had made its | 
| way; through the upper houſe of Parliament, al- | 
moſt before any of thoſe who were to be benefited 
. by it had the ſmalleſt idea of the propoſed relief 
N being in contemplation. Att at once, like a mid- 
day fun from the intervention of a denfe cloud, it 
| -ruſhed out in full blaze, and an overflowing mea- 
ſure of gratitude. began to. ſwell in: their breaſts, 
They. began to hope that their condition would 
now be rendered, what it certainly ought to be, 
 _ truly reſpectable and independent. They began 
to awake. to new life, and fondly- to hope that 
the comforts. and conveniences of the world, of 
which they had long taken a farewel, once more 
is awaited them. They dwelt on the pleaſing theme 
with an exceſs. of joy and tranſport. that is more 
caſily to be felt than. deſcribed, and I had-almoſd 
ſaid, began to poſſeſs a laudable pride and emula- | 
tion that: had long been. effectually ſubducd, of 
being reſtored: to that rank in the community to 
which tlieir talents, their education, anditheir 5. 
feſſion alike entitled them. 
It cannot eſcape the obſeranion.ofany.o one, who 
has at all ſuffered his. 9 towards the 
I: + 1 _— 


'T.L '& 
- diſtreſſes and hardſhips of this body of people, 
that their ſituation: has long been truly wretched 
and deplorable ; and. the friend of humanity and 
religion muſt ſome time or other, perhaps but too 

frequently, have been a ſpectator of the abject and 
_ humiliating meaſures which neceſſity but too com- 
monly. compels them to. purſue. With. a ſerious 
and ſympathizing concern for the intereſts of Re- 
ligion will it be regretted by ſuch a perſon, that: its 


7 effects on the credit of the Religion they are - 


miſhoned. to teach and declare to mankind; muſt 
be truly alarming. Can we then wonder that per- 
ſons of this deſeription ſhould have felt an equally 
laudable anxiety for the ultimate ſucceſs of this 
benevolent exertion to remove every reaſonable 
cauſe of complaint, ſo far as general remedies. can 
be applied to the particular circumſtanees of par- 
ticular livings in various parts of the kingdom? 2 
When it is conſidered: that little has been done 
of an effectual nature to promote and: obtain this 
deſirable end, the comfort: and independence of 
te inferior Clergy, ſince the time of Quten Ax, 
it muſt be admitted that it was higł time to think 
of leſſening the evil. For an interval of more 
than EronT years, wherein the expences of ſub- 
ſiſtence have long been conſidered: as bearing a 
krhree- fold ratio or proportion at leaſt, and have 
lately exceeded all moderate bounds; this very uſe= 


E 
ful bay of 1 men have been permitted to languiſh 


in the ſame humiliating condition. 
The Act of Queen AnNE, though deemed a 
great acquiſition towards enſuring the happineſs 


of the inferior Clergy, was ſoon found on expe- 


rience to be groſsly defective in its operation, with 
reſpect to the comfort and independence of that 

claſs of men for which it propoſed to make a pro- 
| viſion. Within a very few years after, a ſpirited 
work made its appearance, entitled, The miſeries and 


 bardſvips of the inferior Clergy ; and that publica- 


tion, though it profeſſed to confine the grievances 


_ © complained of to the Curates in and about Low box, 


has noticed many arguments, and brought forward _ 
many obſervations and reaſonings that have been 
equally applicable fince that period to every other 
part of the kingdom. 

From a view of the arguments introduced in 
that work (though I am free to confeſs that ex- 
ceptions may be taken to ſome parts of it in point 
of language), the manner in which the proviſions 
of that Act for the relief of, Curates had been and 


were at that time evaded, appears very forcibly ; 


and the attentive and obſerving mind is but to 
ſtrikingly admoniſhed and directed to thoſe evils 
in the conduct too generally prevalent amongſt 
the ſuperior Clergy of the preſent times through- 


|. out the nation. The calamitaus ſtate of the in- 


e 


571 
ferior Clergy is there depicted in a very feeling 
manner; and, in its application to their preſent 
condition, the reſemblance is but too ſtrongly 
marked, and the correſpondence too fully demon- 
ſtrated. | | 
At a time, therefore, when all that is dear. to 
man is at ſtake ;—at a ſeaſon when his religion is 
converted into ridicule, his loyalty lampooned and 
derided or at leaſt groſsly miſrepreſented, and his 
humanity laughed at and put out of countenance ; 
it behoves the friends of the civil and eccleſiaſtical 
conſtitution of this kingdom to come forward, 
and manfully and courageouſly to rally round the 
throne and the altar, in defence of both. A more 
acceptable piece of ſervice, it is preſumed, there 
need not be, nor perhaps is it in the power of 
mortals to perform one more acceptable ; a more 
meritorious and dignified exerciſe of talents there 
| ſurely cannot be, and it ſeems ſcarcely poſſible for 


man to diſplay a more deſerving one. - | 


But it is certain, that nothing can contribute ſo 
much to the credit of religion and the reſpectabi- 
lity of its miniſters, as a diſcretionary power in the 
hands of Biſhops. They are properly the fathers 

and guardians of all the Clergy in their reſpective 
dioceſes, both ſuperiors and inferiors. I know not 
that too much is aſſerted, in maintaning that the 
violent clamour raiſed againſt ſuch a power muſt, 


(8) 


to fay the leaſt, proceed from motives not very fa-= | 
vourable to the caufe of Religion. That it has a 
ſtrong tendency to undermine and deftroy the bul- 
warks of the Religion of the eſtabliſhed Church, 
is what no conſidering perſon can attempt to deny, 
but if there ſhould be found any who are bold 
enough to reſiſt and oppoſe the concluſion I have 
drawn, let me prevail upon them, if they wiſh to 
meet the ſubject fairly, to ſuſpend their judgment 
till they are acquainted with the contents of theſe 9 
pages. If they ſhall not then be ſatisfied, it will | 
de no improper meaſure to attribute it to preju- 
dice, or to ſome other motive that cannot ſo well 
be publicly charged upon any perſon ; becauſe we 
muſt only judge of their hearts by the nature and 
purport of their proceedings. Yet is it ſhrewdly 
to be ſuſpected, that an enmity to all Biſhops what- | 
ever had more weight and influence in theſe ar- 
guments againft the diferetionary authority of the 
Biſhops, than the authors may be willing to avow 
or acknowledge. For by depriving them of the 
- "neceffary authority to regulate the proceedings of 
the two claſſes of Clergy, in which their judgment 
and experience muſt be effentially ferviceable, the 
tranfition ig natural to confider them as fuperflu- 
_ ous and unneceffary, whenever a favourable op- 
portunity prefents itſelf more publicly and ſac- 
na) et hire . ſentiments. By ſhack- | 
- ling 


: * 


, ling their hands, and diſabling them . execut- 


ing one of the moſt important acts of epiſcopal oo 


juriſdiction, becauſe moſt adapted to the common 
regulations of the Clergy, and thereby reducing 

them to a non- entity or what is tantamount to it; 

does it need any great {kill or penetration to diſ- 

cover to what end ſuch a groſs infringement of 
their privileges muſt evidently be directed? Is it 
not eaſy to perceive to what motives ſuch proceed- 
ings can only be attributed? _ 

As this 'diſcretionary power of Biſhops, for 
which I am contending, has been ſanctioned in the 
lower houſe of Parliament as it had very juſtly and 

properly paſſed through the upper houſe, though 
ſhackled with ſome reſtraints, to be noticed here. 
after, it is no unwarrantable exaggeration of its 
effects to ſay, that the weight and influence of Re- 
ligion will ſpeedily gain ground in a country where 
it has ſo long been declining, to the great mg 
of the ſerious and well-diſpoſed. _. - | 
_ |, The effects of ſuch a clauſe will be very con- 
ſpicuoud | in a ſhort time. From the moment that 
the efficient Miniſters of our eſtabliſhed Religion 
ſhall be rendered comfortable and independent, by 
ſuch an augmentation of their ſtipends as to their 
reſpective dioceſans ſhall appear juſt and proper, 
| conſidering the cure and the value of the living, 
ey the 3 of ſuch a e _ mo- 
| | * ment, 


r 
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ment, I repeat it with confidence, - the inferior 
Clergy will become more reſpectable in the eyes of 


the laity, and the over-bearing and opulent will 


not have it in their power to hold them out as ob- 
jects of beneficence, or to treat them as ene 


ants and inferiors. 


To counteract the object of any i aut 


of government, ſome plauſible pretext is ſeldom 
| wanting to thoſe who have no deſire to ſee ſuch a 


meaſure carried into effect. In applying this. ge- 


neral obſervation to the preſent cafe, will it not be 
found, beyond all contradiction, that this is the 


fact? Can there then be a more acceptable em- 


ployment for any individual to exerciſe himiſelf in, 


than that of examining the nature and tendeney of 
this very obnoxious clauſe, about which fo many 
ſarcaſtic remarks have been made with unwarrant> 
able ſeverity and almoſt unparalleled wantonneſs, 
and deſcribing the falutary effects of its operation ? 


A neceſlary reſult. from ſuch an enquiry and def. . 


cription will be a demonſtration of the futility of - 
the arguments advanced againſt the clauſe, and a 
vindication of the l it * out to the inferior 
Clergy. . _ © 

But, in order to diſcuk the nature e 


5 of the bill called the CuxATES BILL, and entitled, 
* An Act for the further Support and Mainten- 
| * an of England,” 


it 


E 


it will be proper to fecite the faid Bill, as it came 
from the Lords; and then to compare it with the 
Act, as it was regulated and ſettled in the Com- 
| mittee of the Houſe nn finally 
became a 20 N 


CU RATES BILL, 


Maintenance of Curates within the Church of Eng- 


„ FX 7HEREAS, in and by a Statute paſſed in 
| the 12th year of the reign of Queen | 
Anne, it is enacted, That if any Rector or Vicar, 
having care of ſouls, ſhould, after the 29th of Sep- 

tember one thouſand ſeven hundred and fourteen, 
nominate and preſent any Curate to the Biſhop or 
ee, to be licenſed or admitted to ſerve the 
e of ſuch Rector or Vicar in his abſence, the 
| aid Biſhop or Ordinary, having regard to the great- 
neſs of the Cure, and the value of the Eccleſiaſtical - 
| Benefice of ſuch Rector or Vicar, ſhould, on or 
before the granting ſuch licence, appoint, by writ- 
ing under his hand and ſeal, a fufficient certain 
ſtipend or allowance, not exceeding fifty pounds 

, . per an- 


2 : num, 


bd 


= E 
num, to be paid or anſwered at ſuch times as he 
ſhould think fit, by ſuch Rector or Vicar to ſuch 
Curate, for his ſupport. and maintenance; and if 
it ſhould appear to the Biſhop or Ordinary, upon 
complaint or otherwiſe, that any Curate of ſuch 
Rector or Vicar, licenſed or admitted before the 
. twenty-ninth of September, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and fourteen, had not a ſufficient mainte- 
nance, it ſhould be lawful to and for the ſaid Bi- 
ſhop or Ordinary to appoint him a certain ſtipend 
or allowance, in like manner as before mentioned; 
and in caſe any difference ſhould ariſe between any 
Rector or Vicar and his Curate, touching ſuch ſti- 
pend or allowance, or the payment thereof, the 
Biſhop or Ordinary, on complaint to him made, 
ſhould ſummarily hear and determine the ſame; 
and in caſe of neglect or refuſal to pay ſuch ſtipend 
or allowance, might ſequeſter the profit of ſuch 
Benefice for and until payment thereof: 
„ And whereas, in many places, the proviſion 
made in and by the ſaid Statute, for the ſupport 
and maintenance of ſuch Curate, is now become 
inſufficient ; be it enacted by the King” s Moſt . 
Excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice and 
| conſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons in this Parliament aſſembled, and by 
„ authority of the ſame, that it ſhall and may be 
lawful for the Biſhop or aL to appoint, un- 
TH | der 


FE 


der his hand and ſeal, any Kipend or alloninnce 
for any Curate heretofore nominated or employed, 
or hereafter to be nominated and employed, not 
exceeding ſeventy-five pounds per annum, over 
and beſides, on livings where the Rector or Vicar 
„ does not perſonally reſide four months in the year 
at leaſt, the uſe of the Rectory or Vicarage Houſe, 
and the garden and ſtable thereunto belonging. 
ſuch uſe to be granted to the ſaid Curate for the 
ſpace of twelve calendar months, by the authority 
of the Biſhop or Ordinary, under his hand and 
|, ſeal, with power in the faid Biſhop and Ordinary ' 
do renew the grant from time to time, or the fur- 
ther ſum of fifteen pounds per annum, in lieu of 
ſuch houſe, garden, and ſtable, in caſe there ſhall 
be none ſuch, or that it ſhall appear to the Biſhop 
or Ordinary not to be convenient to allot and 
aſſign the ſame to ſuch Curate; which ſaid ſtipend | 
or ſtipends ſhall be paid and recovered in ſuch and 
the ſame manner as the ſtipend payable under and 
by virtue of the ſaid recited Act; provided always, 
that the ſaid houſe, garden, and ſtable, ſhall be 
for the uſe of the ſaid Curate and his family, only 
during his actual reſidence in the faid Ong and 
Vicarage Houſe. Fe 
And whereas by an Act, peſſel in the firſt 
year of his late Moſt Gracious Majeſty King 
| Gorge the Furſt, it was enacted, that all Churches, 
Curacies, 


* 


5 
Curacies, and Chapels, which ſhould be augment- 


| ed by the Governor of che late Queen Anne's 


bounty, ſhould be from thenceforth perpetual 
Cures and Benefices : and whereas it is expedient 
that ſuch augmented ' Churches, Curacies, and 
Chapels, ſhould be ſubjected to the rules as Be- 
nefices ; be it further enacted, that ſuch augment- 
ed Churches, Curacies and Chapels, ſhall be con-, 
fidered in Law as Benefices Preſentative, and that 
the Licenſe thereto ſhall operate in the ſame 
manner as inſtitution to ſuch Benefices, and ſhall 
render void or voidable all other Livings, in like 
manner as inſtitution to the ſaid Benefices; and 

that it ſhall be lawful for the Biſhop or Ordinary 


within whoſe Juriſdiction ſuch augmented Church, 


Curacy, or Chapel, ſhall lie, to appoint, under his 
hand and ſeal, any ſtipend or allowance for the 
officiating Curate, to be nominated or employed 
by the perpetual Curate or incumbent thereof, not 
exceeding ſeventy-five pounds per annum, for 
which payment the ſaid Curate ſhall have the lame 
and like remeidics as are hereinbefore MII, the 
Curates of Rectors and Vicars,, 
And whereas doubts have been e | 
tained, whether the acceptance of ſuch-augmented | 
S Curacies, and Chapels, has rendered 
void or voidable in Law, ſuch other Benefices as 


ee eee | 
* 


— 
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of the ſame ; and whereas it is fit that many In- 


cumbents who have accepted ſuch Churches, Cu- 


racies, and Chapels, ' ſhould be quieted in the 
poſſeſſions of the fame ; it is hereby enacted and 
declared, that all ſuch Benefices as were held in 
conjunction with augmented Cures before the paſſ- 
ing of this Act, ſhall continue to be held by the 
preſent Incumbents therewith ; and that it ſhall 


not be lawful to preſent to the ſaid Benefices until 


they ſhall become void or voidable by death or 
ceſſion, or by other lawful cauſe of . 
ariſing after the paſſing of this Act. | | 

ds And whereas many perpetual Curacies, al- 
though not augmented by the Bounty of Queen 
Anne, have nevertheleſs become conſiderable in 


value by the improvement of the tythe or glebe of 
which they happen to be endowed, or by other 


circumſtances; be it enacted by the Ki 


Excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice and 
_ conſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons in this Parliament aſſembled, and by 
the authority of the ſame, that the Biſhop or Or- 
dinary, within whoſe juriſdiction they lie, ſhall 


have the like power, and under the like limita- 


tions, and with the like remedies, in apportioning 
the ſtipends to be paid to the ſaid officiating Cu- 
rates, by the Curates or Incumbents of perpetual 
| Curacies, as is hereinbefore given reſpecting the 


7 apportionment 


ng's Moſt | 
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apportionment of the ſtipends to the Curates em- 
ployed in Benefices, or in en Sun, nt 
mented. 
And whereas it is expedient that the ; 
of Ordinaries to licenſe Curates, unto. removed 
licenſed Curates, ſhould be further explained and 
confirmed ; be'it enacted and declared, that it ſhall 
be lawful for the Ordinary to licenſe any Curate 
who is or ſhall be actually employed by the Rector, 
Vicar, or other Incumbent of any Pariſh Church 
or Chapel, although no expreſs nomination of ſuch 
Curate ſhall have been made, either in words or in 
writing, to the Ordinary by the ſaid Rector, Vicar, 
or other Incumbent; and that the Ordinary ſhall 
have power to revoke ſummarily, and without 
proceſs, any licenſe granted. to any Curate em- 
ployed within his juriſdiction, and to remove 
ſuch Curate, for ſuch good aol nn cquſc | 
| . n . VNV 


Before 1 TR to notice the Act : as it now 
ſtands, it may not be improper to obſerve, that 
the Preamble or former Part of the firft Clauſe is a 
faithful Tranſcript of the Act of the 12th of Annes, 
Chap. 12. Sect. 1. in which two Things are to be 
noted, as it related to the Power of the Biſhops 
given by that Clauſe, though one of theſe only can 

any Sn to the preſent Act. It was 


mac 


E 1 


neceſſary that the Rector or Vicar, maintaining 
and keeping a Curate, ſhould nomirate and pre- 
ſent ſuch Curate to the Biſhop or Ordinary to be. 
licenſed or admitted to ſerve the Cure, to give the 
' Curate the Benefit of this Act, or the Biſhop « or 
Ordinary a Power to carry it into Effe ct; and i 
gave alſo to the Biſhop or Ordinary a power « of re-. 
gulating the Stipend of . thoſe Curates who had 
been licenſed before the paſſing ſuch Act. With-. 
out ſuch Nomination, except. to Curates previouſly. 


licenſed, no Power whatever veſted in the Biſhops, 


for the Relief of the inferior Clergy; and as the 
Biſhops had no compulſive Power over the bene-. 
ficed Clergy to oblige them to nominate their Cu- 
rates, as proper to be licenſed, except only at the 
Time of their- Ordination to which a Nomination. 


was. an eſſential Requiſite, ſuch Rectors or Vicars | 


whenever they Were ſo ſtrongly urged by the Biſhops 


or Ordinaries as to be apprehenſive of the Exerciſe 


of their Authority. to enjoin them to Reſidence, 


uſlually ſheltered themſel ves under the Protection 


of a civil Contract to annul the Force of i it. How 


caſy it was for the beneficed Clergy: employing. 


| Curates to procure. their Conſent to ſuch kind of 
Contracts, admits of no Difficulty to perceive, Of 
the Miſeries and Hardſhips reſulting to the inferi- 


or * from this cautious and intereſted Palicy. 
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of the benekeel Clergy, the Pitbficition alteady 
referred to - cor owe a moſt E and Bloomy 5 


Pictute. 


© The ſecond chte 0 of che-Bilt, Which extends rhe 


limitation of proviſton is ftill confiried to Curates 
„ heretofore nominated and employed, or here- 


after to be totninared and employed.” In the Act, 
as it is n6w piſſed, this forms the latter part of 
the firſt clauſe or ſection. -But the fame reftriction 

of authority is here atrended to as in the preamble 
or former part of the claufe, tranferibed from rhe 
rath of Aung, and alf the proviftons conſequent 
upon it are altogether a dead letter without fuclr 


nomination ard employment as a Curate. There 


ot 


muſt be both, according to this clauſe, to enfure 
any relief to the inferior Clergy ; but the means of 


_ evading it, as 1 have already ſhewn, have been 


ene, 


known to operate in all their force. 


After this,” the prefent Act has Inteoditedd a 


. elatife or fection, there'marked as the fecond, ref= 
pPecting the power of the Biſhop or Ordinary to re- 


voke the gtant of the Houfe and to ftipulate the 
conditions and terms to be obſerved by the Curate, 


| arid impoſed heavy penalties on the Curate of re- 


fuſing to give up the Houſe and premiſes granted. 
Bur of. chis mote hereafter,” when 1 come i we | 


L % 
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The third clauſe of the Bill places the Curates 
of churches, curacies, and chapels, augmented by 
| the Governors of Queen Anne's Bounty, in the 
ſame ſituation as thoſe of benefices, but with the 
_ {lame impoſition and necelity of nomination and 
employment as in the preceding clauſes. 

The fourth clauſe of the Bill is no otherwiſe con- 
nected with Curates than as it has On to ſuch _ 
augmented churches, . curacies, and chapels, that 
they ſhall not he voidable but by death or ann 
of the perpetual curates or incumbents thereof. 
The ib chuſe of the Bill ſubjects perpetual eu- 
Lacies, that have increaſed in value by the im- 
provement of their tithes or glebe, to the ſame 
regulations of. ſtipend as other livings, and conſe- 


quently reſtrains them alſo to the expreſs conditi- Dh, 


ons of nomination and employment. 

The. /xth and laſt clauſe of the Bill is thet which 
has given authority to the Biſhops to licenſe - Cu- 
rates actually employed, even without nomination. 
It is this which has given ſo much umbrage to 
"ſome. gentlemen, and excited ſuch a violent cla- 
mour and oppoſition. A defence of this clauſe, be- 
fore che writer of theſe pages could . pofſibly pro- 
cure the Act, or know the alterations made by the 
Houſe of Commons, and when it was underſtood 
to be wholly rejected, occurred to the author to be 


n and a matter of the greateſt im- 
. Dz  panance 


portance to the Clergy and to the intereſts of reli- 
gion. But it has been ſuffered to remain as a part 
of the Act, ſubject, however, to an appeal, both in 
granting licences without. nomination, and in re- 
voking licences, to the Archbiſhop of the province. 
On this it will be more proper to enlarge hereafter, 
in reducing the comparative propriety of the Lords 
Bill, and of the Act as altered by the Commons, 2 
and aſſented to by the U pper Houſ 8 
The title of the Act, as it has now paſſed, is as 
follows. An Act for the further Support and 
Maintenance of Curates within the Church of 

, England, and for making certain Regulations re- 
ſpecting the Appointment of ſuch Curates, and the 
"Admiſſion of Perſons to Cures augmented by Queen 
Anne's Bounty, with Reſpect to the Avoidance of 


bother Benefices. On the due and proper opera- 
tion of ſuch an Act the Clergy of all deſcriptions 


in the Church of England muſt evidently feel 
themſelves highly intereſted, and it ſhall be my 
_ endeavour to make ſome obſervations upon its pro- 
viſions and, cautions for the - conſideration of my 

- brethren and fa labourers! in the vineyard. 
Since the whole of the Bill, as it came from the 
Lords, has been admitted, but with the regulations 
already intimated, I ſhall have the leſs cauſe to 
diſcuſs the Act in all its parts, becauſe the leading 


1 "featyres N will be as ſufficient for this pur= 
| _ | 


LI 
poſe. But as one of the greateſt evils aroſe under 
the act of Anne, from civil engagements and agree. 


ments, I know not how far they may retain that ſu- 5 


perior authority under the preſent act, which has ſa 
frequently and generally rendered all the efforts of 
the Biſhops to redreſs the hardſhips of the inferior 


Clergy unavailing and uſeleſs. The only means of 


preventing their operation, is to decline any contracts 
of that kind, and to reſt the merits of the duty and the 


quantum of the ſtipend for performing any cure or 


cures with the Biſhop or his official, or whoever has 
the power and authority of granting thoſe licences; 
who from their ſituation are ufually the moſt com- 


petent judges to determine between the incumbent 5 


and his curate. If curates make ſuch SOR, 
1 muſt only blame themſelves. 8 
IM conſidering and comparing the bop of 
the two acts, it is obvious, that thoſe of the 12th 
of ANNE empowered Biſhops toallow a ſtipend of fif- 
ty pounds per annum, and thoſe of the preſent act of 
the 36th of George the third have extended it to ſe- 
venty-five pounds with an addition of 1 5 pounds, or 
what is deemed equivalent to it, in certain caſes. This 
latter, it is to be noted for the conſolation of reſi- 
dent Curates, will operate 'pretty general, where 
the value of the benefice is ſuch as toadmit the exten- 
ſion, or the duty fo conſiderable as to render a 
greater proportion of the living a reaſonable com 
. penſation 


* 
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enſation only to the Curate. In theſe cafes tb 
Biſhop or Ordinary will be empowered, without 
- Hecriment or injury to the incymbent,. to make 
Seetag the ſlipends af unte a the 
n 1 
Though the attempts made in the Houſe of 
< the clauſe, which authorizes li- 
cences to. be granted to Curates employed withapt 
Pamination, have failed of ſucceſs, and a mode of 
Appeal has been ſubſtituted or added as a check 
an che operation of this authority ; it may not be 
improper to compare the proviſions of the two 
Ads, in caſes where their ſull operation is carried 
into effect, to ſhew the extreme cruelty of thoſe 
who refifted che clauſe, and the reaſonableneſs of 
- ts being rendered. a part of the act. For if we 
conſider the value of the loweſt eſtimate or limit in 
che time of Queen Axxx, which was twenty pounds 
at the diſtance of moxe than eighty years paſt, it is 
Hir to conclude that ĩt could ſcarcely be of lefs va- 


e than ſixty pounds now, whilſt that of the high 


eſt eſtimate or limit at that time, which was fixed 
. ar fifty pounds, can be very little if at all inferior 
o one hundred and fifty pounds in the pref 


times.. But the Proviſions of the laſt Act do not 
extend nearly io any ſuch lengths; neither was it 
intended that this obaoxiqus clauſe, which has been 
8g A — ſhould e Biſhops or 


*% 


£46) 


 Ordinaties to extend thofe proviſions beyond whit 


they are ſtated in the latter part of the firſt clauſt 


or ſecticm of the Act as it now ftands, but only 8 io 


enable them to put it more generally in force. 


J many of the Curates in this uo a 


ſmall exerciſe of this authority will form a" very 
comfortable addition to their income. Where 
the value of the benefice will not reaſonabiy ad- 


mit of a larger extenfion, the augmention of ten 


or fifteen pounds a year will prove a moſt deſitable 


fource of cbnfofation and corwetiience j and, with 


the addition of twenty pourids mary will Cort 
it almoſt as an equivalent to à moderate benefice. 


But to ſuch: perfons, à full exetcife of the Ack 


will abfolorety crown thern with riches, © "How 
Ever, it muſt not here be fuppoſed, char the ut- 
moſt extenſion of che proviſions of the AR ought 


not to take place, whenever the citcumſtances of 


the beriefice will fuffer it, without any wefl- found 


en detriment or fair and <quirable ground of ob- 


jeckion. Thougft the long- continued ſcenes” of 


oppreſſion and difficulty, under which” they have 
ſtruggled from the preſſure of the times, ray have 


fo far reduced and broken the ſpitits of many a 


worthy an, whoſe talents and 


der hinr deferving of a better fare ; the thirtls of 
juſtice and equity are not therefore the lefb to be 
| rc e vor is he'the leſs entitled to all the ad. | 


; vantage : 


(24) 


which the Act can give him on. this a ac- 
For this mighty ſum, ſuppoſing the full- 
eſt om authority to. be exerciſed which ſuch 
diſcretionary power gives to the Biſhops, which it 
only can be in a few, inſtances comparatively, is 
| but ſeventy-five pounds a year, with an augmen- 
tation of fifteen pounds, or what is eſteemed equal 
to it, that of a ſuitable accommodation at the 
Parſonage Houſe, where the inc umbent does not 
mhge four months in the year. | In plain terms, 
red with the Act of the 12th of Axxx, it 
nounts ;t0 no more chan what twenty-five pounds, 
or at the moſt thirty pounds a year was then 
fully equivalent to; and would then be as compe- 
tent for procuring: the accommodations of life. 
Nom that the ſection or clauſe of the Act, a- 
gainſt which ſuch a violent clamour had been 
raiſed, has been permitted to remain, only that 
they have thought proper to ſhac kle it with an 
appeal, all conſcientious and religious perſons will 
entertain the moſt reaſonable and flattering, hopes 
for the credit and intereſt of religion. Its opera- 
tion muſt neceſſarily have an immediate tendency 
do render the profeſſion more reſpectable, and to 
raſtore the declini reputation of a body of men, 


of the higheſt importance to the welfare of the 
community of which they are” members. This, 
it OY: dis be er. will be generally and 
effectually 


„ 


VVV 
effectually done, by the meaſures which this clauſe 
will enable the biſhops to purſue to 1 255 ſo "IA 
laudable and defirable an end. 


Neither is there, I apprehend, any reaſon to 
doubt that the Biſhops will in any caſe abuſe this 


power. But, as the objectors have been repre- 
. ſented to ſay, we will take care that they ſhall 
not, by rejecting the clauſe, which was intended 


to confer this power in toto; for we will exert all 
our influence in excluding ſuch a clauſe, and not 
ſuffer it, if it is in our power to prevent it, to 


give them an authority that may in any reſpect 


affect a brother, a ſon, an uncle, a nephew, or a 


couſin, or any of our friends, by taking a few 


pounds annually out of his pocket, and obliging 
him to render the Curate comfortable, on whoſe 


ſhoulders the whole burden and care of the duty 


is placed. How illiberal ! how inhuman Illi 


beral, as it reſpects the Biſhops, who can|be under - 


no temptation to abuſe their power in favour of 


Curates, for the tempration more uſually lays on 
the other ſide; and inhuman, as it relates to Cu- 


rates, whoſe ſituation is but too commonly ſuch 
as ought to excite commiſeration and pity. May 
it not truly be ſaid of ſuch perſons, as of the phari- 


ſees of old, that they bind heavy burdens, and griev- 
ous to be borne, and "lay them on men's ſhoulders, but 


| mm themſelves will not mode them with one of their 
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fipers ? Thanks, however, to the mare generous 
and candid part of the members of the Houſe of 

Commons, theſe attempts. to ſhackle and prevent 
the operation of the Ach for the relief of the in- 
ferior Clergy: have; been fruſtrated; and che efforts 
to perpetuate oppreſſion — WN rendered 
abortive. | 
ing now apprited my. readers, what this 
great and generous. bounty conſiſts in, which this 
Ad authorizes the Biſhops to require from the 
ſuperior. Clergy to be applied to. the purpoſe. of 
conferring. comfort on the inferior Clexgy, I might 
proceed to addreſs thoſe gentlemen. of the. Houſe 
af Commons, who: were moſb firenuous in oppoſ- 
ing the principal clauſes which. enabled. the Bi- 
mops to adminiſter the neceſſary and much deſired 
relief. After this it is. intended to offer ſome ob- 
ſexvations ta the conſideration. of the beneficed 
Clergy, with a refpectſul and:dutifulapology to the 
right reverend the Biſhops,” with the metropoli 
- tans, on the probable. operation! of this Act. Bur 
before I difmiſs this part of my ſubject, it ma 
not be improper to add a few, words, which, wilt 
ferve to. rectify ſome miſtaken and ilk-conceived 
notions that have been ſuffered ta prevail to the 
prejudice of the Biſhops. And herein I have. te 
 obferve, on the ſubject of the clauſe which con- 
cluded the Curates Bill as it came from the Upper 
| 4 Houſe 
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Houſe of Parliament, that, notwithſtanding W 
fulleſt exerciſe of the power propoſed, I may chal» 


lenge any perſon to prove that the proviſions of 
the Act are nearly ſo good as the clauſe of the 
rath of Queen Ax xx, which is ſtrictly recapitulat- 
ed in the firſt part of the firſt clauſe of the preſent 
Act. For that extends, as it has been already 
noted, to ſifty pounds a year, but the preſent, al- 
lowing only a moderate proportion for the differ 
ence of times, to no more than thirty pounds. 
However, the Curates are in duty bound to feel 


and entertain the moſt grateful and dutiful reſpect 


for the good wiſhes and benevolent exertions of 
their reſpective dioceſans; and the bill, as it came 


from che Houſe of Lords, fully demonſtrates that | 


they were impreſſed, on introducing it, with a 
thorough conviction of the great neceſſity of alle- 


viating the diſtreſſes of their inferiors. It is a full 


refutation of the aſſertion which has Heretofore 
been almoſt conſtantly made, that the inattention 
of the Biſhops to the condition of the inferior 
Clergy may be deemed the grand ſource of com- 
plaint; and the hiſtory of this Bill, before it paſ- 


ſed into a law, aburidantly and manifeſtly proves 


that they have been unjuſtly ſtigmatized, that 
the hardſhips and diſtreſſes of the Curates are not 
and ought not to be attributed to this ſource, - and 


that 2 ought no longer to be directed to 


E 2 the 
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the epiſcopal bench, of countenancing oppreſſion 


and e ine the lower claſſes of their bre- 
way xp 


It js foreign Ben my wiſh or 8 to indidge 


In gloomy prognoſtics, or in the moſt diſtant view 


to aid 'or abet the proceedings of thoſe reſtleſs 
ſpirits, which have been but too active and buſy. 


in their attempts to create confuſion and anarchy. 


Neither am I ſufficiently ' acquainted with the 


ſtate of religion in a neighbouring country, be- 
fore the commencement of thoſe turbulent actions 
which have ſhook its foundations to their very 
centre, and deluged its cities and plains with ' ſeas 
of blood. But if I have not been very much 


miſinformed, a diſreſpect for religion and indif- 


ference towards its miniſters, though protected by | 


the powerful engine of ſuperſtition and its attend- 


ant train, was the primary and pre-diſpoſing cauſe, 
under the direction of an over-ruling Providence, 
that led to this lamentable cataſtrophe. It be- 
hovęs the people of this nation to profit by the 


melancholy experience of others, and to avert the 


wrath of the deſtroying angel before he comes to our 
own doors. It is the duty of every one to unite 


with heart and hand in ſo neceſſary an undertak- 


ing; to reſtore and promote the exerciſes of pure 
and undiſguiſed religion by every rational means; 


to 7 80 vigour to the miniſters of our ſacred in- 


ſtitutions 


y 


„ | 
ſtitutions in the diſcharge of their paſtoral office, 
by rendering them reſpectable in the eyes of their 
people, and placing them above the neceſſity of 
yielding to paltry temptations ; to infufe ſuch an 
energetic power and fpirit into the hearts of that 
ufeful body of men, the Curates of this nation, 
as ſhall animate them to a laudable and emulous 
_ exertion to conduct their people both by precept 
and example in the paths of true godlineſs. This, 
and this only, can be relied on as our ſafeguard 
and protection; and this, as far as human means 
can go, or human encouragement become the in- 
ſtrument of promoting, will be effected by reſtor- 
ing that credit to the efficient miniſters of our re- 
ligion which has been ſo long rapidly and la- 
mentably declining. A fair trial of the operation 
of the clauſe of the Curates Bill, which has been } 
ſo much combated, but, happily for the nation, 
ſuffered at laſt to remain in the Act, will demon- 
ſtrate the wiſdom and policy of the meaſures to pro- 
duce an event ſo much to be deſired by every 
well-wither to his religion and to his country. 

Afﬀter offering ſo much in favour of the Bill as 
it originated in the Upper Houſe of Parliament, it 
may be proper to take notice of the two amend. 
ments or regulations that have been introduced 
by the Lower Houſe, to which alluſion has already 
Pore 12 0 And in adverting to the former of 


theſe, 


— — — — ar 2 


or Viear, and- which: ſhalt be recoverable in an 


theſe, which conſtitutes. the ſecond clauſe. or ſec- 


tion of the Act, reſpecting the revocation. of the 


grant of the Parſonage Houſe, garden, and ſtable, 
or any of them, the reflecting mind is extremely 
concerned to perceive ſuch a vindictive ſpirit, as 
no liberal perſon, on cool and deliberate conſi- 
deration, would. with to avow.. It provides, © That 
the. Biſhop or Ordinary ſhall have. power, at any 
ime, under his hand and ſeal, to revoke the grant 


to the faid Curate of the ſaid houſe, garden, and 


ſtable, or any of them; and alſo to inſert in ſuch 


grant ſuch terms and conditions to be obſerved on 


the part of che Curate as he ſhall think reaſona - 


ble; and allo that the Curate ſhall peaceably de- 

liver up the poſſeſſion of the ꝑremiſes granted to 
him at che expiration or other ſooner determina- 

tion of the grant therwof; and in caſe he ſhall re- 


ſuſe ſo/ to do, he ſhall forfeic and loſe to the Rec- 


and alſo the ſum of fifty pounds to. ſuch Rector 


action of debt. IL would not wiſh to be miſ- 
taken; when I ſay that it manifeſts a vindictive 
ſpirit 3 in which condemn. not. the principle of 
the clauſe, but the penalties annexed to it. Net 


Emuſt be allowed: to ay, that, in the firſt! place, 
e ems of notice to be given by ſuch! | 
Jah | incumbent | 


| L i831 | 
incumbent for quitting ſuch Parfonage, after the 
zacumbent's obtaining a revocation of the grant; 
but, ſor any thing that appears ta the contrary, 
ſubjects the Curate to an immediate relinquiſhing 
the poſſeſſiom of the premiſes that before had been 
granted him, whatever may be the loſs or incon- 
veniences, danger to his family, or other infur- 
mountable objection to ſuch ſpeedy removal. As 
in all other cafes between landlord and tenant, it 
might have been expected to have ftipulated or 
directed that ſome reaſonable time of notice ſhould 
be neceflary; and in this reſpe& the clauſe ap- 
pears to be extremely defective, and highly dif- 
advantageous to the Curates. In the next place, 
to prevent damage or injury, it may be reaſonable 
to ſubject the Curate to fome fair and proper con- 
ditions for that. purpoſe, during his poſſeſſion of 
tho premiſes, as well as to provide for his peace. 
able reſignation of the ſaid: premiſes; any adequate 
cauſt requiring it, though, as before, it is ſub- 
mitted that ſome reaſonable notice ſoulc be 
given, to enable him to procure ſuitable accom- 
mcqations elſewhere. Perhaps it may be faid; | 
that the Biſhops or Ordinaries will rake care of 
theſe things, and not ſuffer the Curates to be per- 
ſecuted or haraſſed ow that account; and it is fin. 
cerely hoped: that they willy for which kindneſs 
the: 3 ol the Bill into the Upper Houſe 
| affords 


VV 


affords a ſtrong preſumptive proof. ils 


nately, however, if any official, to whom theſe 
concerns in many dioceſes are committed; ſhoutd 
accidentally overlook this precaution, the conſe- 


quences to the Curate might be extremely ſerious, 


and he might be involved in the greateſt difficul- 

ties and embarraſſments, and ſubject to very heavy 

penalties, without knowing that he had done any. 
thing to render himſelf liable to them. Whatever 

may be thought of it, the caſe is a very ſerious 
and alarming one; ſuch Curate being either ex- 
poſed to the hazard of being turned out of doors, 
with all his family, whatever may be their ſitua- 
tion, at a minute's warning, or-to have his ſtipend 
inſtantly withheld, by a clauſe that is to operate 
retrogreſſively as well as progreſſively, with the 
further calamity of being ſubject to be dragged 


into a court of juſtice, with all its attendant ex- 


pences, when the very ſinews of that juſtice are eut 
aſunder, and the means of exiſtence at the ſame 


time withdrawn. In ſuch a ſituation he has no 
other reſource, but to ſubmit to the hardeſt con- 
ditions that oppreſſion can load him with, when 


it is perhaps farther ftimulated and armed by a 


ſpirit of reſentment for ſuch undeſigned and un- 


intentional oppoſition. I would wiſh to hope 
that there are few who call themſelves miniſters of 
peace and miniſters of the gol pel, who will per- 

mit 


„ 
mit the turbulent paſſions to operate in ſo violent 
a degree, eſpecially againſt their brethren, and 


ftill leſs againſt thoſe whom they employ ; but | 
fo long as men are men, whatever profeſſion they - 


may be of, ſach inftances of irregularity wilt be 
fometimes met with, and the very clauſe I am 
conſidering is in itſelf an irrefragable proof of 
it. Some kind of penalty might be allowed as 
reaſonable ; but certainly this exceeds all bounds 
of moderation and equity, and is the ſtrongeſt in- 
dication, as I faid, of a vindictive ſpirit. It is 


alſo highly unjuſt, that the penalty ſhould be in- 


curred, even of withholding the ſtipend, till rea- 
ſonable notice has firſt been given ; but the pe- 
* cuniary fine is fo extravagantly oppreffive and 
cruel, that I feel a want of words to expreſs my 
ſentiments of it, without danger of incurring the 


diſpleaſure and diſapprobation. of the Epiſcopal 
Bene. 7 


Leſs cauſe of . occurs in the other 


amendment, which appears to be deſigned as a 
check upon the operation of the laſt clauſe or 
ſection of the Act. The power of granting 
licences to Curates employed, though not nomi- 
nated, and of revoking ſuch licences and remov- 
ing ſuch Curates for ſuch good and reaſonable 
cauſe as the Ordinary ſhall approve, is. rendered: 


ſubject by the Act to an appeal to the Archbiſhop 
* of 


$ 


1 


of the Province. It ſtates that the A of the 
power given to grant or revoke licences ſhall be 
« ſubject, nevertheleſs, to an appeal, as well in the 
caſe of a grant of a licence to a Curate who has not 
been nominated, as in the revocation of a licence 
granted to a. Curate ; ſuch appeal to be made, in 
| either caſe, to the Archbiſhop of the Province, 
and to be determined in a ſummary manner.“ 
Though it may be hoped, that ſuch appeals will 
ſeldom be made, the advantage hereby given to 
the Rectors or Vicars is manifeſt. The Curate 
will naturally be afraid to appeal from the pro- 
ceedings of his dioceſan or official, and therefore 
muſt patiently ſubmit to any determination of re- 
voking any licence he may have heretofore. ob- 
tained; and it would operate almoſt as effectually 
as a prahibition, ſhould he attempt to do it, and 
fail of redreſs, by deterring incumbents from em- 
ploying him, leſt he ſhould take the advantage of 
procuring a licence in conſequence of ſuch em- 
ployment, contrary to their wiſhes. But the in- 
cumbent, by ſuch an appeal, has nothing to fear, 
ſhould he fail in his attempt to get a licence re- 
 voked:; he will ſtill be left in poſſeſſion of his be- 
nefice, and it cannot perhaps be very material to 
him, provided his cure is ſerved, whether it is 
performed by any one man in preference to an- 
other, but only as it may ſometimes Rs him 
/ from | 
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from giving a nomination to ſome friend or ac- 


quaintance, in order to his admiſſion into holy or- 


ders. 
And from hence may be deduced a very ſtriking 


advantage to be obtained from this Act, by the 


rendering ſuch grants of licences more general, 
and never revoking them but on the ſtrongeſt 
grounds. The Biſhops will by this means know 
the actual ſituation of their clergy, inſtead of being 


Fept in uncertainty, as at preſent, from their fluc- 


tuating ſtate; and Curates will be rendered more 
permanent and ſettled, and leſs liable to be re- 


moved from place to place, becauſe many of the 


cauſes that have hitherto exiſted to produce and 
occaſion theſe continual changes will be annihi- 
lated by a due operation of the Act. By the ge- 
neral grant of licences, and a transfer or indorſe- 


ment on removal to other pariſhes within the ſame 


dioceſe; by ſuffering no Curates to officiate with- 


out licences, except occaſionally in the abſence of 


the proper Curates or perſons regularly performing 
the duty of any pariſhes; a check would always be 
at hand to diſcover the propriety or impropriety 
of nominations or titles for orders, and the dio- 


ceſan would thereby at all times underſtand how 


far ſuch nominations or titles correſponded with 

the purpoſes for which they profeſs to be given. 
It will be unneceſſary for me in this reſpect to en- 
F 2 
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large on the — of ſuch a regulation, as the 
clauſes of this Act will enable the Biſhops or their 
Officials to purſue. 

Thus have I endeavoured to point out and fairl y 
to ſtate the tendency of the Bill as it originated in 
the Houſe of Lords, with the nature and probable 
operation of the clauſes introduced and added in 


the other houſe; and I ſhall now proceed, as al- 


ready intimated, to addreſs myſelf to thoſe ork 
men of the late 


| HOUSE or COMMONS 


who thought proper to manifeſt ſo ſtrong an op- 
poſition to the laſt clauſe or ſection of the Bill, as 
originally produced by the Lords in the Upper 

Houſe of Parliament, and to occaſion the intro- 
duction of that clauſe of the Act which inflicts ſo 


heavy and unmerited a penalty on Curates 1 in cer- 
tain caſes. 


And, firſt, I would aſk thoſe ti. Whe- 
ther they really deſigned to give a fatal wound 
to religion, through the ſides of its miniſters, un- 
der the ſpecious pretence of abridging, what they 
chuſe to call, an undue authority in the ſuperiors 

of our eſtabliſhed church? or, to ſay the leaſt, can 
it be unfair to aſk them, Whether they really 
meant to throw ſuch a frumbling-block before the 
inferior 


E 
inferior Clergy of the Church eſtabliſhed, as ſhould 
amount to a prohibition of all relief? One would 
charitably hope, that they could not be influenced. 
by either of theſe alarming motives ; but one has 

too much cauſe to fear, that perſons who could 
hazard the loſs of a bill that promiſed relief to 
| ſuch an oppreſſed body of men in theſe times of 
diſtreſs, could not be . actuated by any very auſpi- 
cious principle. When the exerciſes of humanity 
have been ſo liberal throughout the kingdom, it 
does not ſeem to comport with:the character of 
any who would not wiſh to be deemed enemies to 
humanity and religion, to refuſe the neceſſary aid 
to ſuch a body of men; or to clog the proviſions 
of a bill, that profeſſes to grant a further ſupport 
and maintenance with ſuch reſtraints, as muſt, had 
they ſucceeded in expunging the laſt clauſe, have 
rendered its operation a. mere nullity. I ſpeak 
not of thoſe who thought proper to reſiſt it, not 
from any objection to its principle, but from the 
jealouſy of infringement on the privileges of the 
Lower Houſe of Parliament, however I may ven- 
ture to differ from them in opinion; but in this 1 
am ſuppoſing them to be otherwiſe friendly to the . 
' meaſure of adminiſtering xelief to the: een 
Curates of this kingdom. | 
If the oſtenſible Reaſon for waking ſick LYON 
tions is admitted, and we are not at liberty to form 


any” 


| 
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any other criterion by which the n may be 


determined; I may aſk, ſecondly, What is the 
extent of this very great authority which is ſo much 
dtreaded by gentlemen to be confirmed to the Bi- 
| ſhops, in behalf of the inferior Clergy ? To which 


J anſwer, that it only extends to an enlargement of 
the limits and proviſions of the Act of the 12th of 
Anne from fifty pounds to ſeventy-five pounds, 


and, in certain caſes, to what ſhall be tantamount 


to ninety pounds a year. But does not that At of 
AxNE direct, that the Biſhop or Ordinary ſhall 


| have © Regard to the Greatneſs of the Cure and 


Value of the Living before granting any Licence 
and appointing a Stipend”” under that Act? And 
is not this diſcreet and prudent intimation recited 
alfo verbatim in the Preamble or firſt Clauſe of the 


. preſent Act, to-ſhew that they ought not to be un- 


mindful of theſe conſiderations? And is it to be 
ſuppoſed, that the Biſhops or Ordinaries would 


now be more regardleſs of them than they were in 
the time of Queen Anne? Are the preſent bench 
of Biſhops leſs noted for humanity, or leſs attentive 


to the calls of juſtice and equity, than their pre- 


deceſſors were above 80 years ago? Are they leſs 
friendly to the beneficed Clergy, or more partial 


to the ſtipendiary Curates, than were thoſe who 


_ poſſeſſed the ſame dignities at that earlier period? 
1s the proyiſion of iner * a year, Putting 


it 
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it, for argument's ſake, at the higheſt, any extra- 
ordinary recompence in the preſent times for a 
heavy Cure and the maintenance of a family in a 


town? Can it be eſteemed nearly equal to fifty 


pounds ſo long ago as in the year 1714? Or is it 
to be imagined that any of the Biſhops would fo 
far commit themſelves, and hazard their character 


for a diſcreet and prudent exerciſe of their ove 
gative, to aſſign a ſtipend which the duty would 


not warrant, or the value of the benefice fairly ad- 


mit? In no ſingle inſtance whatever can ſuch an 
abuſe of their power, where licences have been 
granted under nominations, be adduced. - If none 
of theſe things can be duly urged, and I believe I 1 


may. venture to call upon any perſon honeſtly and 


manfully to avow them, if he thinks they can; on 
what plea can the oppoſition be juſtified that has 
been ſo wantonly made on this occaſion? And is | 


this all that is meant by enabling the Biſhops to 


put their hands in the pockets of the beneficed 


_ Clergy ? Does it empower the Biſhops to do any 


thing more than what ought to be done by every 


Rector and Vicar in the kingdom who employs a 


Curate? And does not this authority place Biſhops | 


in the ſituation of mediators, which they certainly 
_ ought to be between” . different claſſes 'of their” 
cn” g: 110 1 39 LE 
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| beſt FR TR of what is a ſuitable income. This is 


nothing leſs than a reverting to the old ſituation, 
and making the parties on one fide the arbiters of 


| their own cauſe, ſhould any diſagreement of opi- 
nion ariſe reſpecting the quantum of ſtipend to be 
allowed to Curates ? Does it not alſo convey an 


implied cenſure on the juſtice and equity of the 
Biſhops of the reſpective dioceſes ? Little ſurely 


need be ſaid to demonſtrate the futility and abſur- 


dity of ſuch a plea ; yet as this may not perhaps 
be fully ſatisfactory to my readers, or deemed a 


complete vindication of my ſubject, I will juſt ſay 


a word or two to * en of the 


| NEW PARLIAMENT | 


before l attempt to obviate or . the ole eftion | 


juſt mentioned. But to ſuch of you as were in 


the laſt Parliament, and theſe are expected to form 


a very large majority of the whole houſe, if we 
may form any judgment from the apparently — 
cific tendency that prevails 1 in many places, it will 
be unneceſſary to add any thing to what I have 
ready intimated; and I may likewiſe fully perſuade. 
myſelf, that it will be altogether as unneceſſary to 
enlarge upon what may be deemed a proper line of 


conduct on this ſubject to be purſued by the new 


Members. If what I have repreſented reſpecting 
4 che additional clauſes of the Lower Houſe has any 


foundation, 
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foundation, and ſurely there is ſome reaſon to give 
it a due conſideration, before it is raſhly pro- 
nounced as irrelevant and improper ; I would hope 
there is honeſty enough to be found amongſt both 
claſſes of Members, the old and the new, to in- 
duce them to conſider theſe very ſerious and 
| alarming clauſes, that are to hang ſuſpended over 
the heads of the poor unſuſpecting and unoffend- 
ing Curates, like a drawn ſword, only by a ſingle 
hair. It will be of i importance, therefore, and an 
Act of the higheſt humanity, to conſider very ma- 
turely the nature and probable operation of theſe 
clauſes; and in theſe views, muſt it not conſe- 
quently appear highly to the credit of the epiſco- 
pal bench, and to the true deſign of the Curates 
Bill as it came from the Upper Houfe, that theſe 
additional clauſes ſhould be expunged, or the moſt 
objectionable parts of them at leaſt removed bp 
an amendment of the Act? But as what I have 
already ſaid of the late Houſe of Commons will 
be equally applicable to the New Parliament, i 
may therefore diſmiſs this branch of my ſubjec, 
and proceed to addreſs myſelf 1 to the 


e BENE PIC ED CLERGY, 
for whom 10 much has been ſaid, without doors at 


leaſt, at the expence of the Biſhops and the inferior 
Clergy. 5 


G . 
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To theſe I would ſay, and I mean not to give any 


juſt cauſe of offence by ſaying it, but only to do juſ- 


tice to this momentous ſubject, Would you not wiſh 
to ſee your Curates in ſuch a ſituation in point of 
income, as ſhould place them above the tempta- 
tion of being corrupted to betray your intereſt, by. 


any of their pariſhioners ? Can you declare ho- 
neſtly and conſcientiouſly that this is their caſe at 


preſent ? If it is not, are you not in duty bound to 


advance their ftipends, ſo far as your benefices 


will fairly permit, in ſuch a degree that they may 
be rendered independent of the pariſhioners, which 
only can prevent every reaſonable ground of temp- 
tation ? For you muſt remember that they are no 
more than men, whatever refined ſentiments edu- 
cation may have been the means of implanting in 
their breaſts ; and when the preſſure of the times 
and the burdens of a family have confined them 
within a very Harrow and contracted limit; when 


a good dinner and a chearful glaſs (whether of e 


October, wine, or other exhilarating cordial), is 
rendered a deſirable object, to leave a better ſhare 
out of the homely and perhaps ſcanty ſupply for 
the poor dependants at home, and as a recruit to 
his own enfeebled ſpirits; when a compliance with 
the humour and caprice of the independent farmer 


or che ö veoman is the price to be 


paid 


I 
paid for this civility ; and when a connivance with 
the vices probably of his Friendly hoſt, and perhaps 
2 knowledge of fraud in the matter of tithes or 
' other rights and emoluments belonging to the in- 
cumbent, muſt be ſmochered in return for this hof- 
pitality; may it not be aſked, with a heart- felt 
emotion, whether fleſh and blood, under ſuch eir- 
cumſtances, can refift the gilded bait, and refuſe 
the comfortable accommodation of a plentifat en- 
tertainment and a copious and luxurious meal from 
what many perſons would deem a ſqueamiſſi re- 
gard to duty? Beſides, is it not commonly more 
than an equal chance, that the Curate, by affront- 
ing the farmer or yeoman, and giving him caufe 
to ſufpect that he is unfriendly to the frauds which 
are practiſed continually to the prejudice of his 
Rector or Vicar; is rendered the object of diftruft 
and animofity 2 And: does he not deprive himſelf 
thereby of the only ſolace he has, 'and? ef the 
only ſaciety he can hope for, without the poſſibi- 
lity, too frequently, of benefiting his employer, or 
even of giving any ſatisfaRion- to, or receiving 
any thanks from him ? And will not ſuch farmer 
or yeoman, when once this demon of jealouſy and 
ſuſpicion has pervaded his breaſt, embrace the car- 
lieft opportunity he hay (and' a perſon in fack a 
firuation will net long want an opportunity of do- 


| 8 


ing miſchief), to exert his influence in removing 
this troubleſome or ſuſpected Curate, by ſome 
manceuvre or other, from. his preſent employ- 
ment? And will he not conſole himſelf with the 
reflection of having performed a laudable ſervice, 
to rid the pariſh of ſo unwelcome an e into 
matters that do not concern him? 

Is it not then a deſirable object, to 1 all 
theſe evils, that the ſtipends of the Curates ſhould 
be raiſedtto a more comfortable level? Is it not 
expedient that you ſhould- ſubmit: to leſſen your 
own. income in a ſmall degree for this laudable 
| purpoſe ?..It may, be urged, perhaps, that you can- 
not afford to make any conſiderable advance, or 
materially to diminiſh your own income; and in 
many. inſtances, this plea will. certainly be allowed 
as a very fair one, and in all caſes will doyftleſs 
meet with mature conſideration from the Biſhop or 
Official of your dioceſe. But if ſelf-partiality pre- 
vails on both ſides; if the Curate likewiſe thinks 
that you ought. reaſonabl Y to afford him more, 
| and vo are of opinion that you cannot comply 
with, his ideas, without much injury, to yourſelf ;. is 
not the Biſhop the proper judge between you? 
And may not you ſafely truſt your caſe with him, 
* ho certainly will never countenance or ſupport 5, 
the Curate i in any exorbitant or unreaſonable de- 
mand! ? Will not, this, too, prevent all cauſe of 

animoſity 


\ 
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animoſity or ill- will between the incumbent and 
the perſon whom he employs ? and if the Curate 
is diſſatisfied with the deciſion of his dioceſan, will 
he not be at Liberty, as ſoon as an. opportunity 
offers of improving his ſituation, to decline your 
employment, and leave you in poſſeſſion of the 
Privilege of appointing another? And will you not 
alſo, after ſuch determination of the ſtipend that 
may be proper for ſerving ſuch cure, have an un- 
erring guide, unleſs ſome conſiderable alteration \ in 
value of the living ſhould take place, to direct 
you on every ſuch future occaſion? Beſides, what 
Curate of common honeſty, when thus placed out 
of the reach of temptation to connive at the un- 
due practices of the pariſhioners, would not {till 
conſider it as a duty to intimate, from time to 
time, ſuch meaſures as might be a means of 1 im- 
proving the profits of ſuch living ? And, gene- 
rally ſpeaking,” might not the incumbent, ſo far 
from being injured in his income, by any reaſona- 
ble advance of ſtipend to the Curate; ultimately be 
benefited by that independance in which his Cu- 
rate would, by the operation of the clauſe thus 
wantonly oppoſed, be comfortably placed? In- 
ſtead of the abject dependant, he would become 
the faithful and truſty friend; inſtead of the pufil - 
lanimous hireling, he would be converted into the 
honeſt and confidential repreſentative. 
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On the whole, is it not manifeft 8 
operation of this clauſe, about which fo nnch has 
been ſaid, the condition of the Rectors and Vicars 
will. generally be greatly improved, inſtead of be- 
ing injured, and the camſort of the inferior Clergy 
at the ſane time. enfured. and provided for? Is it 
nat then maniſeſtly for your imtereft, your ſatisfac.. 
tion, your peace of mind, and certainly you would 
at the ſame time have the confeioaſneſs.of know- 
ing that you are at once ſerving the Caufe of Re- 
gion and the claims of humanity and juſtice, ta 
unite as one man to enſure the full effect of this 
"clauſe, which has an evident tendency to ſecure fo 
many. eſſential and important advantages? And do 
not yu really feel on a due cenfideration of what 
has been ſtated in theſe pages, that it wilbbe a maſt | 
eſtectual means of reſtoring the decaying and 
droaꝑing credit of Religion; of that Neligion, in 
deſenqe ef which it is incumbent an all its Teach 
ers and. Miniſters to cxert themſelves in every lau- 
2 dable xa? And when it: is conſidered that it. mutt 
generally operate ta the advancement of your in- 
_ comes, rather than the diminution, as is pretended, 
can there. be an individual amongſt you who wilt 
beſikate for a moment to promote a meaſuge that 
is rehlete with n n Wann 
| B | 


? 


interpreted by chis augufl and dignified body. 
They will acquit me of preſumption and arro- 


{a 1] 


It remains s only that I ſhould apologize Grp pre- 
ſuming to defend a meaſure, which the 


EPISCOPAL. BENCH 


8 much better ale to maintain, FRO 


from their ſuperior ſtation, exalted talents, and a 
knowledge of the circumſtances preparatory to 
and attendant on the introduction of the Curates 
Bill into the Upper Houſe of Parliament. But 


the reflections of an humble Curate, in a caſe 


which ſo nearly concerns himſelf, and fo many 
hundreds, I had almoſt ſaid thouſands, more of his 
brethren in a ſimilar ſituation, will be favourably 


gance, in the feeble but honeſt attempt to ex- 


Preſs the reſult of my own obſervation and ex- 


perience. They will be fully fatisfied, from what 


| has occurred to many of them in the diſcharge uf 


their epiſcopal functions, that the ſuggeſtions con- 

, e the reveries of idle 
and vifionary ſpeculation, but deduced from facts 

that muſt have been well known by their Lord- 

ſhips. 

Of the pens to be entertained by the 


inferior Clergy, on the operation of the clauſes 
introduced into the Act by the Houſe of Com- 


mons, 


GCL 
mons, their Lordſhips will much better judge than 
I can either preſume or pretend to. If they are 
well-founded, I am fatisfied of the extenſion of . 
their indulgent approbation and favour to an 
humble individval, who has only to regret the 
want of means to be as extenſively uſeful as poſ- 
ſible to his fellow-creatures in general, and his 
profeſſional brethren in particular. Should they | 
be of a different opinion, their candour at leaſt will 
be readily beſtowed for the credit of an upright 
and benevolent intention, however I may have 
erred in the mode of manifeſting it. - In this lat- | 
ter caſe, indeed, I have the conſolation to hope, 
That, in rendering thoſe apprehenſions groundleſs, 
they will have the goodneſs to purſue that gene- 
rous principle which dictated the Bill in its origi- 

nal ſtate; which J humbly truſt may be effected, 
by their cauſing ſuch general rules and directions 
to be iſſued for the operation of this Act in grant= 
ing licences and regulating the benefits of Parſon- 
age Houſes to reſident Curates, as may counteract 
the penalties of the reſtraining clauſe, and prevent 
the ſerious and alarming conſequences to be dread- 
ed from it in its preſent unqualified ſtate. But the 
juſtice of allowing a reaſonable period for reſum- 
ing the grants of ſuch houſes to Curates muſt be 

manifeſt ; and, I ſincerely truſt, will never be over- 
| looked i in any caſe where the propriety and expe- 
| | diency 
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diency of the incumbent's re- poſſeſſing ſuch pre- 
miſes ſhall be made to appear. Much of the 
dreaded evil will by this means be done au ay; 
and, to the honour of the preſent Bench of Biſhops, 
there will be little doubt of their exerciſing the 
powers allowed them by this Act, in the moſt li- 
beral and indulgent manner, and conſidering this 
circumſtance as fairly implied in the © terms and 
«« conditions to be obſerved on the part of the 
| « Curate, and conſequentiy as proper to be in- 
troduced into ſuch grant. The gratitude which 
Curates will feel for their dioceſans will be ſo very 
lively and impreſſive, that if theſe regulations are 
not through ſome miſtake or omiſſion overlooked 
and forgotten in the iſſuing ſuch grants or revoca- 
tions of grants, theſe penalties, it may fairly be 
preſumed, will never at any time be incurred. 
Having offered my ſentiments of the danger and 
the remedy appendant on this clauſe, their Lord- 
ſhips will do me the juſtice to believe, that a real 
concern for the comfort and welfare of my brethren 
of the inferior Clergy has been the principal in- 
ducement to my writing theſe pages. The reſult 
will, I truſt, be ſuch as to demonſtrate that my 
time and talents, ſuch as os Es: haue not n 
wholly thrown away. | 
But if I did not fear Au ances 1 and 3 


prejumings it might not be improper to ſuggeſt a 
| of few 
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few obſervations particularly mene the _ | 


| | METROPOLITANS 


6f our i eſtabliſhed Church, Ge Naeh of the hp 


| peal from the Biſhops of Diocefes or their officials 


within their reſpective provihces. As a native of 


one of the Provinces of this kingdom, and at 


preſent and for many years paſt an humble la- 


- bourer of the vineyard in the other Province, I 
may be permitted by the candid and indulgent 
Primates of both feel un intereſt eee eg 


both. h 
It is not very "rebate iar/appells of this _ 


ture will be frequent. Few of the Clergy, whe- - 


ther of the beneficed or inferior clafſes, will con- 


ſider it as an eligible or gracious meaſure to dif. 
pute or controvert the proceedings of their dio- 


ceſans, with reſpect to licences. It will be deem- 


ed an extremely indelicate ſtep, to call in queſtion | 


the rectitude and honour of the reſpective Biſhops 
on ſuch occaſions. Our amiable Metropolitans, it 


sd is humbly hoped, will not be forward to counte- 


what has been already intimated, will very ſeldom 


apparently come from the Curates, and, when they 
are made by the beneficed' Clergy, muſt imply at 
| Re a Goubiful and N and will 


therefore 


D 

were be received with n caution and dif- 
Theſe intimations, dh beet Germ by an 
humble individual, on a ſubject wherein the credit 
of his ſuperiors and the welfare of his equals are ſo 


nearly intereſted, have only to crave the generous 


and candid protection of thoſe ſuperiors. They 


have been dictated with the moſt benevolent in- 
tentions; and it is only neceſſary to hope, that this 


motive will ſanction and enſure the approbation of 
thoſe who can give them importance, whatever 


may be the defects and imperfections i in 155 _ 


ner FO WATT them. 


| a \ 


Te e injuſtice of ſmall an# Basse Mp to 
Curates is manifeſt from their conſideration of ex⸗ 


pence attending their education. This alſo, as well 


as the means of living, is more than doubled; 
perhaps trebled, ſince the time of Queen Anve, 
when the former regulating Act was paſſed. It is 
notorious that the expences of moſt young men, 


who are brought up for the clerical profeſſion, | 


are ſuch, that a life annuity of much greater va- 
lue than the beſt Curacies, a very few indeed, if 
any, excepted, might be purchaſed with the mo- 
ney. To this may be added the unavoidable and 
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continued expence of books, not barely during a 
courſe of academic ſtudies and exerciſes, ' but 
throughout the courſe of their Miniſtry, for which 
ſome proportion of income ought reaſonably to be 
reſerved. Of thoſe, on the contrary, who cannot 
appropriate ſuch a part of their income, to obtain 
the means of 1 improving their minds, and increaſ- 
ing their ſtores of learning by 4 knowledge of 
what is paſſing in the literary world, either for or 
againſt religion, the diſadvantages muſt be extreme. 
But theſe reſources afford the means of guarding 
their people againſt the dangers of infidelity or 
ſcepticiſm on the one hand, as on the other they 
enable them to furniſh their own minds with ad- 

ditional arguments and motives for perſevering in 

. religion, and exerting themſelves to defend their 
own religion i in Particular. Jo withhold thoſe re- 

ſources is, therefore, in the higheſt degree injuri- 

ous to Religion; and the generous and liberal aug- 
mentation of ſtipends of Curates, on the contrary, 
by. virtue of the late Act for that purpoſe, will 
r as a ſubſtantial means of defenceQ. | 
Little more needs to be. ſaid on the ſubject of \ 
the Act I have been conſidering. . It remains only 
that 1 ſhould addreſs my n th: 


;  CURATES | 


C this kingdom on the proper conduict d to oe pur- 
git | | ſued 
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xs 
ſued by them, to enſure their partaking of the 
advantages that have been given them by the 
late Act for their better maintenance and * 
. 

I have intimated b my ade Hani far the 
rtoviticns of this Act may be defeated and annul- 
led by civil contracts and. agreements. The Act 
of Queen Ax NE, it is well known, has been 
frequently evaded by the imprudence of Cu- 
rates who have engaged in ſuch contracts. 
The increaſe of ſtipend made by the Biſhops or 
Ordinaties has often been proved' to avail no- 
thing, when a poſitive agreement has been en- 
tered into; and Curates have found their error 
on many occaſions, when it was out of their power 
to rectify ĩt afterwards. ' Indeed the power of with- 
holding: nominations, that were heretofore, indiſ- 
penſibly required from Rectors or Vicars to enable 
Curates to take out licences, except on ordinati- 
ons when they muſt be given, frequently obliged 
Curates to chuſe this alternative as the leſſer evil; 
but the reſult was, as I have already ſtated, and 
they were leſt without any other remedy than a re- 
moval from their' ſituation as ſoon as convenient. 

But, thanks to our benefactors, the caſe of Cu- 5 
rates is now far otherwiſe. We have now the con- 
ſolation to find, that we ean procure licences in 
conſequence of being employed, and that a refuſal - | 


your ſuperiors by the Act L have been. co 


wt 


of nomination on the part of the incumbent will 
be of no avail. We have only therefore to reſiſt 


the;overtures that may. be made to induce ur en- 


tering into civil contracts, and we are fafe, It is 
our duty to teſiſt them, if they ſhould: be made, 


' that. ue may not prove ourſelves unworthy of reap». 


ing the advantages procured for. us; it is our duty 


alſo to which from the gratitude we owe, to our 


benefactors, we ought inyiolably: to adhere, Shall 
we wilfully put out our eyes, aſter we have been 
enabled thus clearly to ſee our improving condition? 
ſhall we unthinkingly turn our bac ks on the advan» 
tages procured. for us, and thereby manifcſt our 
incapacity to partake” of the bounty we have. re 


_  ecived? Ir is your own fault, anten you da 


nat avail yourſelves of the wondęrſul ane | 
tod relief that has been recently, ſecured to 3 


Vet, warmly as J feel for the gracieus countes 
nance glowing from the heartz of our hene factors, 
it behoves us calmly and prudently to wait for the 
gradual, extenſion: of this happy proviſion that, is 
made for us; by the generous and humane exer- 


tions of our ſuperiors. Let us not, by any untow, - 
| ard proceedings or reſtleſs anxiety, unreaſonably 


haraſs. or teaze our reſpective dioceſans or their 
officials to exerciſe this authority unſeaſonably or 
violently ; chat we may not incur the diſlike of 


opportunity 


out ſuperiors, but allow them ſufficient leiſure and 


5 ir 13 
opportunity! to learn 3338 ſtate of the various 


livings in their reſpective dioceſes, che nature ank 
quantity of the duty performed in each pariſh, and 


the value of the living on a fair average, to enable 


them to judge in what reſpects and to what extent 
the operation of the Act may duly, ee and 


equitably apply to each. | 
Thus briefly have I lod to. full a duty 
to my brother Curates, and to exerciſe my ſlender 


_ talents for the ſervice of the inferior Clergy. But 


it has been no leſs my endeavour to point out ſome 


of the advantages it will be productive of to the 


beneficed Clergy. In the ſuggeſtions offered to 
the epiſcopal bench in general, and to the metro- 
Politans in particular, on. the operation of the 
Act in its preſent ſtate, I have preſented my 
thoughts with all due ſubmiſſion and grateful reſ- 
pet. And what I have alſo preſented to the con- 
ſideration of the Members of the late Parliament, 
and ſuggeſted to thoſe of the New Parliament, 
when compared with and applied to the hiſtory of 


the origin, progreſs, and concluſion of the bill be- 
fore it paſſed into a law, will, I ſincerely hope, meet 


with that attention and reſpect which the impor- 


tance of the ſubject fully merits. I have nothing 


more to add, but to beg the Almighty's bleſſing 


on this feeble and unworthy but honeſt and faith- 


ful 
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